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Chesapeake Bay fast facts:

• 64,000 square mile watershed

• Nearly 200 miles from north 
to south

• Widest point is 30 miles wide.

• Population throughout the 
watershed is 18 million; 
projected to be 20 million by 
2030 

• Diverse landscape, significant 
history, culture, and heritage 
around the Bay region

• Current protected level: 22%
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Origins of Conservation efforts in the Chesapeake Bay watershed

1858: Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association acquires 
and protects home of U.S. President George 
Washington and his wife Martha Washington.

Photo left: Mount Vernon, VA and Potomac River

1966: Commonwealth of Virginia creates the Virginia Outdoors Foundation. To date, VOF 
has helped protect more than 860,000 acres

1969, 1977: Maryland creates Program Open Space and the Maryland Agricultural Land 
Preservation Foundation, respectively. To date, these programs have helped protect 
more than 780,000 acres
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FY19 Conservation Funding, Maryland Overall fund
Amount of $ for 
land protection

Rural Legacy $25,017,000 $25,017,000 
Program Open Space Stateside $48,532,000 $48,532,000 
Program Open Space Local $53,287,000 $22,500,000 
Maryland Agricultural Land 
Preservation Foundation (MALPF) $48,900,000 $48,900,000 
Total $175,736,000 $144,949,000 

FY19 Conservation Funding, 
Pennsylvania Overall fund

Amount of $ for 
land protection

Park and Forest Facility Rehabilitation $24,803,000 $ -
Grants for Land Trusts $8,268,000 $7,854,600 
Oil and Gas Lease Fund (DCNR 
allocation) $69,774,000 $ -
Environmental Stewardship Fund 
(DCNR allocation) $15,227,000 $ -
Farmland Preservation $38,000,000 $38,000,000 
Total $156,072,000 $45,854,600 

FY17 Conservation Funding, Virginia Overall fund
Amount of $ for 
land protection

Land Preservation Tax Credit $75,000,000 $75,000,000 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation 
Operations $3,284,226 $3,255,240 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation 
Preservation Trust Fund $2,000,000 $2,000,000 
Land Conservation Foundation $6,000,000 $6,000,000 
Battlefield Preservation Fund $792,000 $792,000 
Farmland Preservation Fund $500,000 $500,000 
Total $87,576,226 $87,547,240 



Chesapeake Conservation Partnership

• Nearly 80 partners
• 9 federal agencies / departments
• 15 national non-profits
• 6 states + DC
• Dozens of local land trusts and conservation 

organizations

Recommendation: 

Support large landscape partnerships

Photo: Valued lands in Bay watershed 
(about 50% of watershed)



Recommendation: 

Use state policy to enable greater 
private capital investment in 
conservation

Photo: Comprehensive Conservation 
Finance Act legislation, introduced 
and passed by MD State Senate in 
2021 General Assembly session



Recommendation: 

Leverage all available tools and programs

Photo right: Conservancy conservation 
projects in Nanticoke River watershed

Photo below: Celebration of Nanticoke project 
with DOD REPI, NPS, DNREC



Outdoor recreation economy in Chesapeake 
Bay states (source: Outdoor Industry 
Association)

Consumer 
Spending 
(billions)

Direct Jobs
Wages and 

Salaries 
(billions)

State and 
Local Tax 
Revenue 
(billions)

Pennsylvania $      29.1 251,000 $        8.6 $        1.9 

West Virginia $        9.0 91,000 $        2.4 $        0.7 

Virginia $      21.9 197,000 $        6.5 $        1.2 

Maryland $      14.0 109,000 $        4.4 $        1.0 

Delaware $        3.1 29,000 $        1.0 $        0.1 

New York $      41.8 313,000 $      14.0 $        3.6 

Recommendation: 

Leverage outdoor recreation economy to 
build support for conservation



Recommendation: 

Leverage Outdoor Recreation Economy to 
build support for broad conservation efforts

Outdoor Recreation Economy in Chesapeake 
Bay states (Source: Outdoor Industry 
Association)

Consumer Spending (billions) Direct Jobs Wages and Salaries (billions) State and Local Tax Revenue 
(billions)

Pennsylvania $      29.1 251,000 $        8.6 $        1.9 

West Virginia $        9.0 91,000 $        2.4 $        0.7 

Virginia $      21.9 197,000 $        6.5 $        1.2 

Maryland $      14.0 109,000 $        4.4 $        1.0 

Delaware $        3.1 29,000 $        1.0 $        0.1 

New York $      41.8 313,000 $      14.0 $        3.6 

Thank you!
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